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LOUNGER 
[ N° VIIL. J Saturday, March 26, 1785. 


To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


Edinburgh, March 2. 

I AM greatly pleafed, Mr Lounger, with your account of your- 

. felf, and your innocent and ufeful manner of fliding through 
the buftle of life. I fincerely wifh that many of my friends and 
vifitors would follow your example, and learn to be idle without 
difturbing thofe who are obliged, from their fituation, to be bufy. 
I fuffer daily fo much from the intrufion of a fet of female Loun- 
gers, (forgive me for ufing your title), that it has prompted me to 
addrefs myfelf to you, in hopes that you will, in fome of your fu- 
ture Effays, teach my unfortunately idle friends how to employ 
their tedious forenoons, without obliging me to be as idle as them- 
felves. But to make you, Sir, fully fenfible how much | fuffer 
from Ladies who cannot kill time at home, I muft inform you, that 
I am the wife of a gentleman whofe fortune has been made by a 
fteady application to a branch of bufinefs that obliges both him and 
me to be extremely attentive to thofe who employ him, A family 
of feven children makes it neceflary for him ftill to continue in bu- 
finefs. Our fons are attending fuch branches of education as will 
fit them for the different employments they have chofen. Our three 
daughters | am attempting to educate under my own eye, as the 
prefent boarding {chools and governefles are much too expenfive for 
people of our moderate fortune. I find fo much pleafure in fuperin- 
tending every part of my daughters education, that not an hour of 
the day is unemployed, or can hang heavy on my hands: But, alas, 
Sir, how cruelly teazing isit, when am {et down to hear my young- 
eft girl read, with Eliza and Mary at their work feated by me, to be 
broke in upon by Mifs Flounce, who comes to tell me, how char- 
mingly fhe has improven upon Lady Chenille’s new trimming, 
and aflures me her bottle-green fattin was the fweete(t and moft 
admired drefg at laft Afllembly. Then, without obferving that the 


interrupts me by her ftay, fhe proceeds to give me an account of all 
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the different dreffes that fhe took hints from, to convince me how 
much her fuperior tafte has improved upon that of her compa- 
nions, When | am jut expecting the conclufion of her unintereft- 
ing narration, her coufin Mifs Feathers fwims into the room, af- 
{ures us fhe is happy to find us together, that fhe may tell us how 
Mrs Panache had almoft fainted away on feeing her new fizaro hat, 
with a plume of feathers in a much higher tafte than her own. 
This introduces a fart difpute between the ladies, whether plain 
or figaro feathers are the moft elegant and becoming, They at 
laft agree to refer their difpute to Milfs Taftey, and leave me in 
hafte to obtain her decifion. 

I gladly refume my pleafing tafk, but find that Eliza has mif- 
placed the colours in fhading a violet, and Mary broke her needle, 
by attending too much tothe Ladies converfation I have perhaps 
got matters adjufted, and little Anne has read half a page, when in 
totters Virs Qualm, This Lady, though always fick, is ftill able 
to come abroad every day, and wearies her acquaintance with the 
detail of her numberlefs complaints. A whole hour is loft to me 
by this new intrufion; and thus a forenoon is fpent without im- 
provement, either to my daughters or myfelf: And I am forry to 
fay, few days pafs in which | have not caufe to regret, that there 
is no pleafure to be found for Idlers at home. Were | a woman of 
quality, or perfectly independent, I might rid myfelf of thefe in- 
truders, by being not at home; but in my fituation I dare not fhut 
my doors, left 1 fhould give offence to people who are able to hurt 
my hufband’s bufinefs. In this diftreffed fituation, I hope Mr 
Lounger will forgive me in offering a hint to him, which if he 
would drefs out in his fenfible perfuafive manner, I think | fhould 
foon be freed from the fatigue of entertaining Lounging Ladies, 
and they would be much more fuitably amufed than in my work- 
ing parlour, My hint, Sir, is, that you would recommend a fore- 
noon’s converfation, or place of meeting, for Ladies and Gentlemen 
who muft be in any company rather than their own, There, I 
think, if you would have the goodnefs to prefide, and dire& them 
how to amufe each other till the time of drefling for dinner, you 
would confer a high obligation on them, and a ftill greater on thofe 
who, like me, fuffer now from the heavy burden of their infipid 
company. You, my good Sir, who have lounged about to fuch 
good purpofe as to be able to improve others, will, 1 hope, take 
your weaker brothers and fifters under your dire€tion; and if you 
will make Dun’s Rooms a Lounging Hall inftead of a Chapel, I 
think | may venture to affure you it will be better attended in the 
one 
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one character than in the other; and if your Lectures can make 
the forenoons pafs eafily, and without the trouble of thinking to 
thofe Idlers, by drawing them together under your direction, and 
freeing the more employed part of the world from their unwel- 
come intrufion, you will greatly oblige many of your readers, 
particularly your admirer, 


M. CAREFUL. 


a NT TOF LETT LE A 





There is fuch an air of goodnefs in Mrs Careful’s letter, and I 
confider her morning’s e nployment as of fo very important a kind, 
that I would do much to afford her relief; but really that branch 
of our family of which fhe complains is fo numerous, and fo dif- 
ficult to deal with, that |am afraid the attempts of any indivi- 
dual for their better regulation or difpofal would be fruitlefs. With 
regard to our fex, fome benevolent young gentlemen have already 
tried feveral projects fimilar to that fuggefted by Mrs Careful, 
but apparently without fuccefs, They fet afoot a cock-pit to give 
play to our minds, and, in the froft, a drag-hunt to give exercife 
to our bodies: but the only effect thofe paftimes produced, was 
to furnifh additional fubjects for the idle to talk of, and to plague 
the bufy with hearing them. 

The fet of people of whom my correfpondent complains, are a 
fort of vagrants, or {turdy beggars, whom, like others of the tribe, 
idlenefs fets afloat, to the difquiet of the induftrious part of the com- 
munity, and whom it fhould be a matter of public police not to 
fuffer to moleft our houfes. A fhort claufe in the new Jill for the 
smprovement of Edinburgh, might provide a work-hou/e for thofe fa- 
fhionable mumpers, who fo importunately folicit a fhare of our 
time and attention, and whom unluckily, as Mrs Careful obferves, 
thofe doors only can fhut out whofe owners would fuffer leaft 
from their getting in. None but people of a certain rank can al- 
ways prevent thofe unwelcome vifitors from “ befowing (as Dog- 
berry in the play fays) “ all their tedioufne/s upon their honours.” 

Such an inftitution as I hint at would be of great ufe both to 
the community and to the objects of it, who might be affembled 
in the different wards, as in the Spin-houfe of Amfterdam, each 
employed in the occupation moft congenial to their former manner 
of living. For young Ladies Poupées might be provided, on which 
to practife the invention of caps, the fuiting of ribbands, the pofition 
and fize of curls, and the grouping of feathers, Ladies a little more 
advanced might be employed in the working up of Novels, or the 
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weaving of Rebufes and Enigmas. Ata ftill maturer age, they 
could beemployed in making matches; and at the inner end of that 
ward, there might be a clofe one, for the fabrication of Scandal. 
The male Idlers might have another wing of the building, where 
the places of reception and employment fhould be analagous to the 
female. The fame genius that goes to the drefling of a female fi- 
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gure, would fuflice for the undre/ing of a male one ;—for inventing 
the bufhy club and whiifkers, the knotted handkerchief round the 
neck, the powdered back, the colours for the three or four under 
wai(tcoats, the fhort bludgeon and the hanging boot. Certain 
Magazines and Novels, with the Sport/man’s Kalendar, might fupply 
the literary wants of the fecond clafs; Hazard and Pharo might 
employ the third; and\Politics would be the natural occupation 
of the fourth. For hadids like Mrs Qualm, mentioned in Mrs Care- 
ful’s letter, and for Gentlemen of fimilar temperaments, a fick- 
ward mutt be provided, where the nervous, the rheumatic, and 
the bilious, might find names and confolation for their diforders, 
But as their chief comfort arifes from having patient lifteners to 
their complaints, I would propofe their being accommodated 
with attendants from the Academy for the deaf and dumb. 

As to what the players call the property of the Houfe, feveral ar- 
ticles would ferve indifcriminately for both divifions, Snuff-boxes, 
toothpicks, and mirrors, would be of equal ufe in both: lap-dogs 
might be diftribured in one, pointers and fpaniels in the other; 
the crack of fans might enliven the female, and that of whips the 
male ward, At battledore and fhuttlecock they might meet, like 
the two Houfes of Parliament in the Painted Chamber, and make 
a noife in conjunction. Tea would of courfe be furnifhed to the 
Ladies, and wine to the Gentlemen. 

Such an inftitution would ferve both as an hofpital and a {chool; 
—both as’a place of retreat for paft fervices, and of inftruétion tor 
fervices to come. Here, from the lower orders, great men might 
find cork-drawers, butts, and hearers; great ladies might pro- 
cure humble companions, tea-makers, and tale-bearers, If from 
the higher ranks any one fhould chufe a wife, or a hufband, 
they would at leaft have the advantage of chufing them under 
their real’and undifguifed characters, and, like dealers at open 

market, would know their bargain before they purchafed it. 
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